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WEATHER REPORT 

Beaut i fu l  Ind ian  summer i n  Inyo-Mono, 
s t i l l  and golden. This has been 
known t o  l a s t  throughout October and 
we l l  i n t o  November. 

P res iden t ' s  message: 

Those o f  us 1 i v i  ng i n  Owens Val 1 ey and many o f  you ou ts ide  t h i  s area 
are f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the  70 odd year controversy over the expo r ta t i on  of 
water ,  bo th  sur face and underground, by the C i t y  o f  Los Angeles. Upon 
complet ion o f  a second aqueduct i n  1970, pumping was increased t o  an 
a1 arming amouqt. A1 though the people o f  Owens Val ley  had b?en assured 
t h a t  I1onl y excess11 water would be exported, i t quick1 y became apparent 
t h a t  there  was a decided d i f f e r e n c e  o f  op in ion  i n  the meaning o f  t h a t  
term. The very 1 i f e  b lood o f  the val ley  was included i n  the llexcessll 
category by the Los Angeles Department o f  Water and Power (DWP), I n  
desperat ion,  Inyo County f i l e d  s u i t  t o  requ i re  an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR). To t h i s  date, the DWP has not  come up w i t h  an E I R  ,which 
i s  acceptable t o  the  cour t .  U n t i l  i t  dozs, there i s  a cou r t  imposed 
1 i m i  t o f  149.56 c f  s o f  pumping f o r  export .  S i  gni f i cant damage has 
occurred even under t h i s  1 i m i  t. 

I n  the  meantime, Inyo County c i t i z e n s  voted by a 76% m a j o r i t y  t o  adopt 
a Groundwater Ordinance which would c rea te  an Inyo County Water Depart- 
ment t o  proceed w i t h  a water management p l a n  f o r  Owens Val ley. Los 
Angeles responded by f i  1 i n g  s u i t  i n  which they claimed t h a t  the ordinance 
was i 1 l ega l  because i t  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  the munic ipal  a f f a i r s  o f  the C i t y  
of Los Angeles. A f t e r  a long delay, Judge Turner o f  the San Bernardino 
Super ior  Court handed down a dec is ion  i n  t h e i r  favor.  I nyo ' s  next  move 
was t o  appeal t h a t  dec i s i on  t o  a h igher cour t ,  where i t  i s  thought t h a t  
our chance o f  winning i s  good, apparent ly  good enough t o  f r i g h t e n  Los 
Angeles. For the f i r s t  t ime i n  h i s t o r y  they are i n te res ted  i n  negot i -  
a t i n g  a j o i n t  water management p lan,  along w i t h  o ther  terms, i n  an agree- 
ment. Thi s would p u t  bo th  cou r t  cases on hold. 

A f t e r  several meetingstoward t h i s  end, a proposed agreement has been 
re leased t o  the  pub l i c .  The meetings had been he ld  i n  secret  sessions. 
I t  appears t h a t  our o f f i c i a l s  consider i t  a good agreement and are eager 
t o  accept i t .  Others f i n d  i t  f r i g h t e n i n g ,  p o i n t i n g  t o  dangerous loop- 
ho les  and the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  excessive pumping. I t  seems t h a t  we are 
expected t o  en te r  i n t o  t h i s  on the bas is  o f  "good f a i t h " .  There has been 
g rea t  hope t h a t  the t ime might  come when Los Angeles and Inyo County 
cou ld  a r r i v e  a t  a j o i n t  management p lan,  f a i r  t o  both  sides. The la rge  
ques t ion  now i s  how much secu r i t y ,  o r  how l i t t l e  i s  acceptable t o  the 
people o f  Owens Val ley .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  any oppos i t ion  t o  the proposed 
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agreement i s  being downpl ayed, even though s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  numbers. 
Statements o f  opposi t ion have been made by the League o f  Women Voters : 
o f  the Eastern Sierra,  the Concerned C i t i zens  o f  Owens Valley, and the 
Br is t lecone Chapter, C.N.P.S. 

Our message t o  Inyo County o f f i c i a l s  i s  t o  hang i n  there and t o  i n s i s t  
on more secur i ty  f o r  Owens Val l e y  and i t s  environment. 

- - -V i  nce Yoder 

REPORTS ON PAST EVENTS 

A great  f i e l d  t r i p  was enjoyed by the small group t h a t  v i s i t e d  Mono 
Lake on September 17. Debbie Jewett, i n  charge o f  in format ion and 
tours a t  the Mono Lake V i s i t o r s  Center, gave us a superb s l i d e  show 
o f  the lake and i t s  environs. This was fol lowed by a guided tour t o  
Mono Lake Park on the northwest shore t o  see a wet meadow a t  water 's  
edge; then t o  Panam Crater t o  v i s i t  a vo lcanic  s i t e ;  and then t o  the 
Mono Lake Tufa Towers State Park t o  see the scenic wonders o f  these 
fasc ina t i ng  formations. After a p i c n i c  lunch on the shore we s p l i t  
up, some heading home wh i l e  the Prathers, Yoders, Dor is  Fredendall, 
and Ray Mosher looked f o r  a place t o  spend the n igh t .  Next day the 
Prathers went t o  the Red's Meadow area wh i le  Doris, Ray and the Yoders 
went up Tioga Pass way t o  botanize i n  an a lp ine  meadow where over 50 
species were checked out.  I t  was a special t r i p ,  enjoyed by a l l .  

The regular  meeting scheduled for  September 28 was put  o f f  a week t o  
October 5 t o  avoid conf l  i c t i n g  w i t h  the Water Comni ssion'  s pub1 i c  
hear ing on the proposed Los Angeles - Inyo agreement. The speaker 
was Oavid Groeneveld, Ecological Consultant, now doing a j o i n t  study 
fo r  U.S.G.S., Inyo County, and the Los Angeles Department o f  Water 
and Power. He expl a i  ned the procedures, inc lud ing  the use o f  neutron 
probes, o f  the vegetat ion s u r v i v a b i l i t y  studies now under way i n  
Owens Val ley.  The object ,  of course, i s  t o  determine the water re- 
quirements o f  var ious species and t h e i r  to lerance t o  water withdrawal. 
While David focuses on the p lants ,  the same p r o j e c t  includes studies 
of  the geology and hydrology o f  the v a l  1 ey. 

CALENDAR 

November 19, Saturday. 

Meet w i t h  David Groeneveld a t  9:00 a.m. a t  a place yet  t o  
be determined. Watch the media. He w i l l  escor t  us t o  
some o f  the s i t e s  where s u r v i v a b i l i t y  studes are being 
conducted. This i s a f o l  low-up o f  h i s  t a l k  a t  our l a s t  
meeting, and an exce l len t  oppor tun i ty  for  us t o  see the 
actual procedure. His generosity i n  sharing t ime from h i s  
busy schedule ind ica tes  h i s  sincere i n t e r e s t  i n  the Owens 
Val 1 ey envi ronment. 

November 30, Wednesday. 

The regular meeting a t  7:00 p.m. a t  the Secur i ty P a c i f i c  
National Bank i n  Bishop. Fol lowing a short  business meeting 
and e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  the coming year, Vince Yoder 
w i  1 1  present a short t a l k  and s l i d e  show descr ib ing h i s  



Page 3 

angoing b i o t a  study i n  the A1 abama H i  1 1  s. 

December 10, Saturday. Fie1 d t r i p .  

Meet a t  Whi tney Portal  Road a t  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Movie 
Road, west of Lone Pine, a t  9:30 a.m. Br ing lunch and 
walking shoes. Thi s i s a f o l  low-up on V i  ncel s study i n  
the Alabama H i l l s .  Don't miss i t !  

NOTE: I t  w i l l  be the po l i cy ,  as f a r  as possible,  t o  schedule the 
regular  meetings on the l a s t  Wednesday o f  a l t e rna te  months except 
dur ing the sumner. (January 25, March 28, May 30,. September 28, 
e tc . )  F i e l d  t r i p s  w i l l  be on the second Saturday o f  each month 
unless otherwise announced. A schedule w i l l  appear i n  the next 
newslet ter .  

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS 

President. . . . . . . . . .  Mary DeDecker 

Vice-president . . . . . . .  P a t r i  c i  a Crowther 

Secretary. . . . . . . . . .  Doris Fredendall 

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . .  Betty G i l c h r i s t  

/dote t h a t  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  be a t  the November 30 meeting. 

Correct ion:  Un page 7 o f  Vo1. 2, No. 4, i n  the l a s t  paragraph o f  
I1Good I4ewsI1 we er roneousl y spoke o f  "Gal i i'orni a1 s two federal  1 y 1 i sted 
species". I t  stioul d have been " I ~ \ ~ o - ~ . ~ o I I o ' s  two.. .I1. A t o t a l  o f  15 
species are 1 i sted f o r  Cal i f o r n i  a. 

LATE BLOOMERS ARE SPECIAL 

The purp le  bird1s-beak, Cord lanthus he1 l e r i ,  now known as C. k i n q i i  
ssp. he1 l e r i  , i n  common ~ t - n m n d s  o f  Inyo-Mono a r  
western Nevada. Normal 1 y i t  i s not p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressive. This 
year, however, i t  has been abundant and high1 y admired. I t  blooms 
l a t e ,  even through the g lo r ious  Ind ian summer weather o f  October, so 
e a s i l y  s tea l s  the show. Many have inqu i red  about t h a t  purp le  p l a n t  
t h a t  had escaped no t i ce  before. Dor is Fredendall ca l  l ed  t o  exclaim 
over a massive d isp lay o f  i t  above L i t t l e  Cowhorn Valley i n  the Inyo 
Mountains. The pink-purple p lants ,  ou t l i ned  by a pa le  gray ish pubes- 
cence, f a i r l y  glowed w i t h  co lo r  when back 1 ighted by a lowering sun. 
S t i l l  l a t e r ,  on a woodcutting t r i p  high i n  the pinyon country, we 
found dwarfed p lan ts  s t i l l  blooming a f t e r  everything e lse  was dormant. 
A b r i e f  snowstorm l e f t  the reddi sh-purple 1 i t t l e  p1 ants decorated 
w i  t h  f r o s t y  whi te,  exqui s i  t e l  y jewel -1  i ke. According t o  Ray Mosher, 
they are s t i  1 1  blooming on Sherwin H i  1 1  a t  the end o f  October. The 
p l a n t  i s  adaptable and widespread, mostly between 6000 and 8000 fee t ,  
but  we have found i t  as high as 10,400 fee t  i n  the br is t lecone forests. 

L Rabbitbrush, the Chr~sothamnus species, blooms through the f a l l  u n t i l  
the f i r s t  f ros ts .  I t  turns the countryside t o  gold, even before the 
fa1 1 co lo rs  appear. A t  lower e levat ions i t  i s Chrysothamnus nauseosus, 
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an aggwssive shrub which r e a d i l y  takes over abandoned farms o r  
grass1 ands under st ress.  But i t ,  too, d i es  when water i s  w i  th - '  
drawn, as evidenced by extensive areas o f  dead gray shrubs. Other 
species, shrubs o f  var ious sizes, are comnon a t  h igher e levat ions.  
They bloom from l a t e  surrrner i n t o  October. 

NEW MEMBERS 

We are happy t o  we1 come the f o l  1 owi ng new members: 

Steve R. Brougher P. 0. Box 1323 
P i  necrest ,  CA 95364 ( 209 965-427 1 

Helen C l y a t t ,  M.D. Box 1027 
Angel s Camp, CA 95222 (209) 736-0226 

Jan Cul pepper 

V i  r g i  n i  a Fai r 

P. 0. Box 92 
Sonora, CA 95370 (209) 532-037 1 

P. 0. Box 94 
Independence, CA 93526 

Lyne t te  S .  Wise 1974 H S t ree t  
Carson C i t y ,  NV 89701 

Please f o r g i v e  us i f  there i s  a l a g  i n  g e t t i n g  your name on the  l i s t .  
Since the  memberships go through the s t a t e  chairman i t  takes a l i t t l e  
e x t r a  t ime. Any e r r o r s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  should be c a l l e d  t o  our a t t e n t i o n  
a t  the address on the newsle t ter .  

BURRO REMOVAL PROGRAM 

A t  long l a s t  the f e r r a l  burros are being removed from Death Val ley  
Nat iona l  Monument! A combined e f f o r t  o f  the Nat ional  Park Service 
and the Bureau o f  Land Management t o  remove burros from the Monument 
i s  now under way. The goal i s  t o  complete the removal by 1986-87. 
The animals are rounded up and removed t o  ho ld ing  pens i n  Las Vegas 
and the  Ridgecrest area f o r  adoption. This i s  a c o s t l y  procedure, 
however, and there was a problem i n  meeting the cos t  u n t i l  the  new 
owner cou ld  reimburse the Park Service. Ever resourcefu l ,  the 
Death Val l e y  '49ers and the E C l  ampus V i  t i  s came up w i t h  an ingen- 
i ous  p l a n  t o  fund t h a t  phase o f  the p ro jec t .  They p r i n t e d  1000 
Burro Bonds and placed them on sa le  a t  $5.00 each. I t  proved t o  
be a ho t  sales item--good fo r  framing t o  pu t  over the bar, o r  f o r  
g i f t s  t o  f a v o r i t e  f r iends .  A r evo l v i ng  fund was set  up t o  be drawn 
upon as needed, the  reimbursements from the new owners t o  be returned 
t o  rep len i sh  the fund. 

The Fred Harvey Company p lans t o  d isp lay  two burros i n  t h e i r  Furnace 
Creek Ranch c o r r a l  w i t h  an i n t e r p r e t i v e  e x h i b i t  on the removal and 
adopt ion program. The necessary educational program continues. 
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This i r i t roduces a l i t t l e  
known program o f  great  
vs lue t o  our region.  The 
f o l  lowing comes from the 
Biannual Report dated - 
June 30, 1983. 

Cooperative National Park 

RESOURCES STUDIES UNIT 

The National Park Service and the University of Nevada signed a Master Agreement on 
November 4, 1971 that provided for the establishment and operation of this Unit on 
the Las Vegas Campus. The Unit, although located in the Department of Biological 
Sciences, is geared to provide a multidisciplinar~ approach that utilizes all talents on 
the University Campus to natural resources studies in areas administered by the National 
Park Service. Primary attention of this Unit is directed to Death Valley National Monu- 
ment, California/Nevada; Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Nevada/Arizona; and 
Joshua Tree National Monument, California. 

Through the direction and coordination of the Unit Leader, projects are undertaken in 
these areas that are designed to provide scientific facts upon which the park managers 
may make appropriate decisions and formulate and implement effective management 
action plans. Through close association with faculty members and through guidance of 
graduate students, a greater awareness of problems and needs of the Service are recognized 
and academic interests are channelized to participate with the National Park Service in 
studies of mutual interest and concern. 

D r .  Charles L. Douglas i s  the Un i t  Leader and Senior Research S c i e n t i s t .  
Although h i s  o f f i c e  i s  a t  the Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Nevada a t  Las Vegas, he i s  
employed by the  Nat ional  Park Service. The s tud ies  are funded by the 
Park Service. I t  prov ides grad students w i t h  the oppor tun i t y  t o  earn 
a degree w h i l e  makirlg s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  knowledge o f  our 
p u b l i c  resources. This, o f  course con t r i bu tes  t o  b e t t e r  management 
deci  s i  ons. 

Of spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  t o  the B r i s t l econe  Chapter are the bo tan ica l  pro-  
j e c t s  i n  Death Val l e y  Nat ional  Monument. Each o f  i t s  mountain ranges 
have been o r  w i l l  be the sub jec t  o f  a comprehensive study. Members 
of our chapter  are working on two o f  them. Paul Peterson i s  near ing 
the  complet ion o f  h i s  study o f  the Cottonwood Mountains, and Carol - Annable expects t o  complete hers on t h e  Funeral Mountains next  year. 
Other s tud ies  are  concerned w i t h  b ighorn sheep, the impact o f  f e r r a l  
burros,  and o ther  areas i n  the  f i e l d  o f  na tu ra l  sciences. 
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Time1 y quote: 

Things w i t h  a  p r i c e  have taken precidence over th ings which are 
pr ice less .  ..... Peter Behr 

The tragedy i s  t h a t  t h i s  type o f  t h ink ing  by temporary dec is ion 
makers can destroy the q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  generations t o  come. 

The Br is t lecone Newsletter comes out bimonthly. I t  i s  mailed f r e e  
t o  members o f  the Br is t lecone Chapter, C.N.P.S. The subscr ip t ion 
r a t e  i s  $5.00 per year f o r  non-members. 


